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Hon Hugh McCulloch 
Secretary of the Treasury 
Washington 


April 27, 1867 


Sir, 
I have the satisfaction of being able to reply fully & promptly to your inquiries respecting the 
Hill Engraving Machine. 


A friendly correspondence, which has long been maintained between the Assay Departments of 
the Royal Mint at London and the U.S. Mint, brought to us early in 1862 an offer to sell this 
machine, or to have work executed by it. 


At our request Mr. Hill wrote out a description of his machine, or rather of what it could do. A 
copy of this letter (about 5 pages of letter paper) will be sent to you if desired. His offer was to 
supply the machinery for 1,450 guineas, and to come over and give it a fair start, his expense and 
20 guineas a month to be paid for a short time. 


I consider it more important just now to copy what was said of the [Hill] machine by Mr. Field 
(Queen’s Assayer) at the same time. “He is employed by nearly every engraver in the land, who 
take the credit of his work, he being otherwise unknown. His work does not require being 
touched by a graver; all he requires, and which he generally makes, is a large model. I may state 
he copied the memorial head of the Queen on the crown piece — it is only a cabinet piece, 
fetching 18 to 25 shillings each. His enlarged copy was so good as to deceive the engraver who 
helped make it & from there he made a series of dies for a series of proposed half crowns, merely 
as specimens. I believe the machine nnn nnnn been nn by any eye but his own.” 


The offer came at a time when we were in the middle of an expensive and absorbing war, and 
when the Mint had little to do; although we felt it desirable to be prepared to execute medals for 
Military and other services, or nnnn nnnn economically. Still, we could not ask for such an 
appropriation at such a time. 


A letter from Mr. Field in November 1865 informed us that the inventor, who was quite 
disappointed at our declining to purchase, had sold the invention to an Engraver who no doubt 
will make an excellent profit by it. 


A letter of October 1866 makes some further mention of this sale, and of the buyer’s intention to 
bring it to the notice of our government; and adds: “... he sent me some excellent specimens for 
postage stamps.” And again, “...1 am vexed you did not buy it, it would have served our people 
right...” [which] refers to the fact that the British Government had an offer of it, but could not 
come to terms. As these expressions are from private letter, I trust they will be kept simply for 
the information of the Department. They show the strong convictions of a competent and 
impartial witness. 


The letter of our Engraver of November 30 1866, a copy of which you enclose, shows the 
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appreciation of one whose judgment in such a matter is worthy of the highest confidence. 


It would be very desirable for the Mint to have such an apparatus; and as a safe guard against 
counterfeiting or improper copying, to have the patent also, although this latter might be 
dispensed with, as few counterfeiters would care to go to such an expense. You will observe, 
however, that the price is cut down from 1,450 guineas, to £750, or about one half. 


With such a machine the prices for medal dies would be wonderfully reduced, and a change of 
device on our regular coinage would be a much less serious matter than where all the work must 
be done by the mint and hand of a first class artist. 


In regard to our means for buying it, we could add to the underdrawn appropriation, referred to 
in your letter, a sufficient amount from our medal fund to make the purchase. 


I herewith return the papers marked for that purpose. 
Very respectfully, Your obedient servant, 


H.R. Linderman 
Director 


